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poets must throw in weighty matter indeed to turn the
scale the other way!" Be it so: but ponder a m >ment
what science herself has to say bearing on this theme;
what are the widest, deepest facts she has readied down
to. INDESTRUCTIBILITY: Amidst ceaseless change and
seeming decay all the elements, all the forces (if indeed
they be not one and the same) which operate and sub-
stantiate those changes, imperishable; neither matter
nor force capable of annihilation, landless t nuisforma-
tions, disappearances, new combinations, but diminu-
tion of the total amount never; missing in one place or
shape to be found in another, disguised ever so long,
ready always to re-emerge. "A particle of oxygen/'
wrote Faraday, "is ever a particle of oxygen; nothing
can in the least wear it. If it enters into combination
and disappears as oxygen, if it pass through a, thousand
combinations, animal, vegetable, mineral-- if it lie hid
for a thousand years and then be evolved, it is oxygen
with its first qualities neither more nor less/" So then
out of the universe is no door. CONTINUITY again is
one of Nature's irrevocable^words^everything the result
and outcome of what went before; no gaps, no jumps;
always a connecting principle which carries forward the
great scheme of things as a related whole, which subtly
links past and present, like and unlike. Not hing breaks
with its past. "It is not," says Helmholtx, "the
definite mass of substance which now constitutes the
body to which the continuance of the individual is
attached. Just as the flame remains the same in
appearance and continues to exist with the same form
and structure although it draws every moment fresh
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